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SAINT MARY SCHOOL 
36 Silverwood Drive 

Huntsville, ON P1H 1N1 
705-789-6481 

smh.schools.smcdsb.on.ca 
 

Advent is a time of new beginnings.   
This year, Advent begins on Sunday 
December 2.  During those four weeks, 
we prepare ourselves spiritually.  We also 
remind ourselves of the many ways in 
which Jesus is constantly coming into our 
lives: in prayer, in the sacraments, in the 

Word of God, in the poor, the weak and the marginalized.  
Advent is a rich and beautiful season, and it invites us to slow 
down and root ourselves more deeply in our own spiritual 
journeys.  

 
Our board theme this year is “Called to Be Our Story “.  
Obviously the Advent season leads us to the very heart of our 
Christian story: God’s coming into this world in the person of 
Jesus. But we remember the many centuries before that, when 
God was preparing our Jewish ancestors to welcome the 
Messiah and we reflect on the story of Christianity in the last 
2000 years, and our own personal stories. 
 
Customs such as the Advent Wreath, Advent calendars, and 
regular prayer help us to make the journey through Advent to 
the joy of Christmas. 
 
On behalf of the staff of Saint Mary’s, I would like to wish you all 
an Advent season full of hope, joy and peace. For those of you 
who are traveling over the holidays, may God bless your travels 
and return you home safely.   
 
Merry Christmas, 
Mrs. B. Heeneman & the Staff of Saint Mary’s 
 
Advent Prayer 
O God, Who gladdens us by the annual expectation of our 
Redemption, grant that we, who now receive with joy Your only-
begotten Son as our Redeemer, may behold him without fear 
when He comes as our judge, even the same Lord Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen 
 
Best Wishes to Mr. Foxcroft!  
It is with mixed emotions that the staff and students of Saint 
Mary’s School say good-bye to Mr. Foxcroft until 2020. Mr. 
Foxcroft and his family will be going on exchange to Australia 
for a year.  His last teaching day will be Friday December 21, 
2018.    While we are happy that he will this new adventure with 
his family, he will be greatly missed by the Saint Mary’s School 

community!   We wish him all the best and hope he back to us 
with many exciting tales of his adventures down under! Saint 
Mary’s warmly welcomes Mrs. Kathryn Hill who is Mr. Foxcroft’s 
exchange teacher. She will be traveling and arriving from 
Australia with her family over the Christmas break.  Mrs. Hill is 
looking forward to experiencing all that Huntsville has to offer 
and teaching the grade 4/5 class beginning in January 2019. 
 
Saint Mary’s Christmas Concert   

A Christmas tradition is our school Christmas 
concert and Saint Mary’s students will present a 
variety of performances for your enjoyment on 
December 13, 2018 at 6:00 pm.   Please bring 
a non-perishable food item to contribute to our 

food drive or a new pair of mittens, socks, hat or scarf if you 
haven’t already done so.  More information will be coming 
home with your child from his/her classroom teacher.		
 
Just a reminder that there is a Fire Hydrant on Hunter’s Bay 
Drive that services the school and the houses on the 
street.  As per town by-laws, vehicles cannot park or 
stop in front of it for school events, end of day pick-
ups, etc. Parking is also strictly prohibited in our 
Fire Lane.  Thank you for your cooperation and for 
keeping everyone safe! 
 
Advent Mass @ Saint Mary’s School  

Father Sercely will be at Saint Mary’s School to 
celebrate mass with our school community on 
December 3 @ 9:50 a.m.  Mrs. Webster’s Gr. 2/3 
class will be taking the lead organizing the mass.  
All are welcome to join us. 

 
Staff Appreciation Christmas Gifts 

It is getting closer and closer to the to the 
holiday season and the staff of Saint Mary’s 
School are asking that instead of spending 
money on a gift for them, if you would please 
put your money towards a larger cause such as 

your choice of charity.  We appreciate you thinking of us but 
with so many people in our community and in the world 
desperately needing assistance it would make us very happy to 
know that you provided support to others. 
 
Intermediate Basketball Teams 
Congratulations to our Intermediate Boys and Girls 
Basketball teams.  On November 20th, both teams competed 
in the area tournaments.  The teams are to be commended 
for their good sportsmanship, skill development and effort.  
Thank you to their amazing coaches Mrs. Godard and Mr. 
Foxcroft for a great season! Go Mustangs! 
 
Saint Mary’s Support St. Vincent de Paul  
Our Saint Mary’s School community has always 
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done an amazing job of supporting the St. Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Food Drive.   A special thank you goes out to Mrs. 
Webster and her Grade 2/3 class for spearheading this 
activity again this year and to those students who decorate 
the delivery boxes.  Check out the food donation box in the 
front foyer of the school on your next visit.  A food donation 
calendar was sent home but you may send any type of non-
perishable food or other items (facial tissue, toilet paper, 
diapers, soap, etc.) in at any time.  There is such a need for 
this service to our community.  Your support is not only 
greatly appreciated, but also desperately needed. 
 

Support for Families...  
From time to time families may find that things 
are very hard financially and it is a struggle to 
provide adequate food, warm clothing or even 
shelter for their children.   The St. Vincent de Paul 
Society is a very dedicated, caring group of 

people whose mission is to provide assistance in a completely 
confidential manner.   Families in need may leave a message 
with the St. Vincent de Paul Society at 705-789-0008 and 
someone will be in touch to provide more information and the 
assistance that is available.  If you wish to make a donation to 
this self-less organization, you may call the same number and 
leave a message. 
 

Hat & Mitten Tree 
As we enter the season of Advent, the Saint 
Mary’s community will work to answer God’s call 
to help those in need.  We are collecting new hats, mittens, 
socks and scarves to donate to others in need.   Please send 
new items to school with your child until December 19th and 
they will be used to decorate the tree in the front hall. Thank 
you to Mrs. Bunker and her 7/8 class for organizing this 
endeavor.   
 
 

News from the Leadership Team! 
Jersey Spirit Day!  
Students are invited to wear their favourite jersey to school on 
Friday December 7.  We look forward to seeing what Mrs. 
Bunker and the Leadership Team will plan next! 

 
Fresh From the Farm Update  
Thank you to the many families who supported 
the CSCC Fresh from the Farm Fundraiser.  Our 
amazing CSCC donated over 550 pounds of fruits 
and vegetables to our local food banks.  Well done! 

 
From Our Trustee… 
Go out into the world today and love the people you meet. Let 
your presence light new light in the hearts of people. 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
Last month our Catholic School and Community Council Chairs 
gathered in Barrie to celebrate mass and enjoy presentations on 
some of the programming available at SMCDSB, our current 
school year theme, Called to Be Our Story, and Dr. Pat Carney 
gave a preview of the seminars on children’s mental well-being 
that will be offered to parents in the new year.  As always, Dr. 
Carney left us wanting to hear more…look for registration 
information after Christmas! 
 

Our Director, Brian Beal, gave a presentation about some of the 
Travel Credit Courses that are available to our secondary school 
students.  I am so proud of the work being done to engage 
students in their learning at SMCDSB.  For years our board has 
offered students an opportunity to earn credits by combining 
course work with mission trips.  The course offerings have 
expanded to include a religion credit with travel to the Holy 
Land, an English credit with travel to Ireland and London, 
Holocaust Studies with travel to Berlin, Warsaw, 
Krakow and Prague, and Civics & Careers with travel to New 
York, Montreal and Ottawa.  These courses are offered on 
Saturdays throughout the year or in the summer, so they are 
open to all SMCDSB secondary students. 
 

Another example is the Hockey Canada program being offered 
at St. Dom’s.  What a great way to get our hockey enthusiasts 
excited about going to school!  Whether it is through sports, 
travel, the student journalist program, peer support, student 
council or any other clubs and activities available, staff will 
always look for ways to increase student engagement and 
learning! 
 

I am looking forward to attending events and masses this month 
as we celebrate Christmas in our schools.  I hope that each of 
you enjoy a very Merry Christmas! 
Carol Corriveau-Truchon 
 

Dates to Remember… 
Dec 2 First Sunday of Advent  
Dec 3 Advent Mass @ 9:50 am in gym 
Dec 3  CSCC Meeting @ 6:30 in library 
Dec 5  St. Dominic Parent Night @ 6pm (at St. Dominic) 
Dec 6     School Bus Rider Safety Presentations  
Dec 7  Gr. 7/8 visit to St. Dominic  
Dec 7  Leadership: Wear your favorite jersey! 
Dec 9  Robotics Team Competition in Orillia 
Dec 13  Christmas Concert @ 6:00 pm  

(***Inclement Weather Date is December 18) 
Dec 19 Rosary Team to Saint Mary’s 
Dec 19  Last day for Food Drive and Hat & Mitten Tree 
Dec 21 Last day of classes ~ Have a Merry Christmas 
Jan 7     Welcome back!  Classes Resume
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Meet Santa 
Music, games, craft making, treats AND a          
private chat with the Jolly Old Man himself. 

 
Where: St. Mary of the Assumption Church Hall 
When: Sunday December 16th, 2018 
Time: 10:30 am: After Sunday Mass 

~~CWL & Knights Working Together~~ 
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Dear St. Mary Families, 

 

 

This year we wish to continue to foster the link between our school and church communities by supporting the  

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus Advent Food Drive.  For the past seven years, we have worked together to fill 

hampers for those who are in need in our own community.  Please contribute what you can to make this year as 

successful as in the past.   

 

Please keep the following calendar handy (perhaps on your fridge!).  We are suggesting one type of food item each 

day, but any items are welcome any day!  Also, there may be items to donate that are not mentioned in the daily 

list.  Any donations are appreciated. 

 

Mrs. Webster’s grade two/three class will be promoting the food drive through posters and daily announcements.  

Donations will be accepted beginning December 3rd.  Thank you for helping us to support families in our community! 

 

December 20 18  
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fr iday 

3  

Canned 

Sa lmon and 

Tuna 

4   

Pasta and 

Sauce 

5   

Soap – 

handsop,  

d ish soap,  

to i letr ies ,  

toothpaste 

 

6   

Dr ink Boxes  

 

Lunch items 

7   

Free Cho ice 

Fr iday !  
     

10   

Cook ies and 

Crackers 

 

 

 

1 1   

Soups and 

Cond iments 

12   

Beans and 

R ice 

13   

Coffee,  Tea 

and canned 

vegg ies 

14   

Free Cho ice 

Fr iday !  
     

17   

Paper 

Products 

(to i let  

paper ,  

t i ssue ,  paper 

towels) 

 

 

18   

Breakfast 

items – 

Cerea l ,  

Oatmeal ,  

Jam, 

Pancake Mix 

19   

Free 

Cho ice !  

 

   

 
 
 

 
P lease remember to check the exp iry dates on a l l  i tems before donat ing .  

 

Thank you so much for your support !  
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Share the warmth this Advent 
season with donations of new or 
knitted hats, mittens, socks and 

scarves for those in need. 

         

                December 3 - 19

 
 


