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A Prayer for Our Families 
God, Our Father, help us to recognize and 
create love in our families.  Teach us 
gentleness.  Families need tender moments.  
Teach us to be merry.  Families need laughter.  

Teach us forgiveness.  Family members can hurt each other.  
Teach us honesty.  Family members do not need to hide from 
each other.  Teach us to be faithful.  Family members cannot 
give up on each other.  Teach us to believe in each other.  If we 
have faith in each other, we can do anything.  Teach us to be 
open to your plan for us.  Families need your love and help to 
find their way.  Amen     
 
PA Day - Friday February 2, 2018  
Just a reminder that Friday February 2 is a PA day.  Staff 
will be busy completing assessment of student learning 
as they work on report cards. 
In November, students and parents received the “Progress 
Report” where the focus was on student work habits and learning 
skills.  On Wednesday February 21, 2018, students will bring 
home their Report Card that captures student learning from 
September to February.  This report card will contain 
marks/grades, comments, and a continued focus on work habits 
and learning skills.  The final report card of the school year will 
be issued at the end of June and will capture student learning 
from February to June.   
 
Science North Family Science 
Night – February 6, 2018! 
We are very excited to be hosting a Science North Science 
Night. It has been scheduled for February 6, 2018 from 5:30 - 
7:30. Our CSCC is planning a fun evening and we hope that you 
will mark this date on your calendars.  Thank you for not parking 
in our fire lane and our entry/exit to the parking lot. 

 
Our Grade 8 students will be having a bake sale 
during Science night on February 6, 2018 to raise 
money for their year-end trip. Please bring your 
loonies and toonies and enjoy some sweet treats. 

 
Ash Wednesday Mass – February 14, 
2018 
Father Sercely will be at Saint Mary’s School 
to celebrate mass with our school community 
on February 14 @ 9:00 a.m. All are welcome! 
 

 
Valentine’s Day Celebrated February 13th this 
year at Saint Mary’s 
In response to Wednesday February 14th being Ash 
Wednesday, staff has decided to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day in conjunction with our Shrove Tuesday 
celebration on February 13th.     
 

As is our tradition on Shrove Tuesday, we 
will enjoy a pancake lunch together as a 
school community and then distribute 
valentines and have classroom celebrations.  
Please ensure that all treats are peanut free.   
 
Ash Wednesday February 14, 2018 will start 

with Mass at 9:00 am and the distribution of ashes to mark the 
first day of Lent.  All are welcome to join us in the gym. 
 
Pancake Tuesday February 13, 2018    
A Call for Volunteers! 
We are looking for parent volunteers to cook and 
serve pancakes at our annual pancake Tuesday lunch.  
If you have a couple of hours to spare and can help 
with this event, please call the school to let us know.  We also 
need to borrow a few griddles to cook the pancakes on so if that 
is something you can help us out with, we would appreciate it!  
All students are asked to bring their own cutlery and a plate, as 
we won’t be providing disposable items. 
 
Food Order  – Hot Dog Refunds for Feb 16 & 23  
We enter the season of Lent on February 14, 2018.  
Our last hotdog day will be February 9, 2018 until 
after Easter to encourage students to refrain from 
eating meat on Fridays during Lent. ***Families 
who ordered hotdogs on February 16 and 
23 wil l  be refunded.   Please be sure your child has a 
lunch on Fridays up until Easter. 
 
Junior/Intermediate Public Speaking and Primary 
Reading 

Junior and Intermediate students are busy 
composing and rehearsing their public 
speaking speeches.  Our school 
representatives will then be able to 
compete at the Legion competition on 
February 25, 2018 (voluntary) that follows 

our school activity.  Also, our Primary level students will present a 
fun and inspiring collection of poetry recitals.  Thank you to all 
students (and parents) for your hard work as our students 
continue to develop and polish their oral presentation skills.  We 
will have a school presentation on Friday February 23, 2018 in 
the gymnasium. 
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Family Winter Fun Night February 26, 2018  
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Saint Mary’s Catholic School Community Council 
once again invites you to our annual “Winter Family 
Fun Night” at our school.  Grab your helmet and 
your slider and glide down our tobogganing hill. 
Make use of our school snowshoes and our X-country skis and 
venture out on a nighttime trek with your child.  (Limited youth 
sizes – you may need to bring your own adult sized skis) 
Please bring a refillable water bottle, warm clothing, a helmet 
and a slider for the hill, hockey sticks, pucks and helmets for the 
road hockey game, headlamps or flashlights for snowshoeing 
and skiing would be helpful as well.  
 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Results 
The Saint Mary’s gym was buzzing with excitement 
during our annual Knights of Columbus Basketball Free 
Throw competitions this past month.  Students ages 9-14 shot 15 
free throws with the following students capturing the top spots 
for our school in their respective age categories and will go on to 
represent Saint Mary’s School at the district competition at St. 
Dominic CSS on February 10, 2018. Congratulations to Grade F., 
Sophia W., Brayden M., Charlie K., Piper L., Julia C., and Jack R.  
Way to go Mustangs! 
 
Kindergarten Registration 2018 
Believe it or not, Kindergarten registrations for 
the 2018-2019 school year are underway!  If you 
have a child who will be turning 4 years old in 
2018, please let us know and we will send a 
kindergarten registration package home.  Also, if 
you know of a parent who has a child who will be 
kindergarten age in September 2018 but does not currently have 
a student at Saint Mary’s, please let them know that we would be 
pleased to assist them in the office. 
 

News from the Leadership Team! 
Winter Activity Day – Olympic Theme! 
We are planning a Winter Activity Day with an Olympic theme on 
February 22, 2018. 
  

From Our Trustee… 

A Catholic school is a place where students live a 
shared experience of faith in God and where they 
learn the riches of Catholic culture...Catholic 
schools must help students to deepen their 
relationship with God and to discover that all things human have 
their deepest meaning in the person and teaching of Jesus Christ.              

                                                                           Pope Saint John Paul II  

Are you a Catholic School Supporter?  Would you like to add your 
name to the thousands of other advocates across the province? 

Together in Faith is an initiative of the Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees' Association in partnership with the Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers Association and the Association of Catholic 
Bishops of Ontario.  We are asking people to register their 
support for publicly-funded Catholic Schools by visiting 
www.togetherinfaith.ca and providing their name, email address 
and postal code (with assurances that this information will not be 
shared).  You are also invited to like the Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees' Association page on Facebook and follow them on 
Twitter for stories about the great work being done in Catholic 
Schools across the province. 
 
The following is taken from the Together in Faith website: 

The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) 
provides the provincial voice for elected Catholic school 
trustees to promote and protect publicly funded Catholic 
education. 

As the central source of information on Catholic education, 
OCSTA works hard to safeguard and promote the interests of 
over 600,000 students and 34,000 teachers. 

Ontario’s Catholic schools are a vibrant and vital part of the 
province’s education system. 

Ontario’s education system is considered among the best in 
the world and Catholic education offers a unique opportunity 
for students to experience academic excellence in an 
inclusive, faith-based environment. 

Join us and strengthen our community of support for Catholic 
education in Ontario 

Thank you for your help in promoting and protecting the gift of 
publicly funded Catholic Education in Ontario! 
	
God Bless, 
Carol Corriveau-Truchon 
 
Dates to Remember… 
Feb 1    Gr. 4 – 8 Winter Electives 
Feb 2    P.A. Day (no classes for students 
Feb 5    CSCC Meeting @ 6:30 pm in library 
Feb 6     Science Night & Gr. 8 Bake Sale @ 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
              Nordic Ski Race @ Arrowhead 
Feb 10   District Free Throw Competition at St. Dom’s @ 10:00 am 
Feb 13   Shrove Tuesday Pancake Lunch 
Feb 14   Ash Wednesday Mass @ 9:00 in gymnasium 
Feb 19   Family Day Holiday 
Feb 21   Rosary Team 
Feb 22   Leadership; Olympic Winter Activity Day  
Feb 23   Junior/Intermediate Public Speaking & Primary Reading 
Feb 26   Family Winter Fun Night 6:00  – 7:30 pm 
Feb 27   Intermediate Volleyball Championship 
Mar 21  *Save the Date: Family Place Fundraiser 4 – 8:00 pm
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Strengthening Families for the Future 
 

A unique family change program  
designed to reduce factors that put families at risk  
and enhance factors that help them function well 

Highlights: 
• Offered FREE, including childcare and 

transportation assistance 
• Each session begins with a delicious, healthy 

dinner  
• Fun and stimulating program 
• Separate sessions for parents and children, 

followed by a family group session 
• Each family has at least one child between 7-11 

years of age 
	

“I like everything in the program, the people are great and what I’m 
learning is working.” 

Past Participant 

Strengthening Families is supported by funding from the United Way Simcoe Muskoka in 
partnership with the following community agencies: 

                      
 

                                   

When: Wednesday evenings from February 21st to May 30th  
  Begins with Dinner at 5:15 pm and finishes at 8:00 pm 
Where: Community Living South Muskoka, Bracebridge 
Register: Please contact Terry Pullen at Simcoe Muskoka Family  
  Connexions, 705-645-4426, ext 290 


