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Prayer for a New Year 
God, thank you for a new year.  
May everyone in our school community be willing 
to begin anew with a clean slate.  
We know that you are always ready to forgive us. 
Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to 

forgive one another.  
As we begin 2019, remind us of our truest values and our 
deepest desires.  
Help us to live in the goodness that comes from doing what You 
want us to do.  
Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and the past, so 
that we might live in peace with You now, one day at a time. 
Amen 

 
Winter Activities JK – 8: January 31, February 14 & 21, 2019 
 
Grades 3 – 8 Electives: Payment and all 
permission forms (with all sections fully 
completed) for Gr. 3 - 8 winter activities are 
due by Monday January 14, 2019. If payment 
by this time is a concern, please get in touch 
with Mrs. Heeneman so installment arrangements can be made.    
Please ensure that your child dresses in layers for the outdoor 
activities and has the appropriate safety equipment on the 
activity days.  Students who are taking part in skating at 
Arrowhead or downhill skiing or snowboarding at Hidden Valley 
must wear a helmet. Students will have full day activities on 
January 31, February 14 and 21st, 2019.  February 28 is our 
inclement weather date (let’s hope we don’t have to use it!)   
 
JK – Grade 2 Skating Elective: Students in JK – Grade 2 will be 

going skating in the afternoons also on 
January 31, February 14 and 21, 2019 
(inclement weather date is February 28). 
Permission forms and payments are 
requested for January 18, 2019.  Students 
must wear a CSA approved helmet and wear 

mitts while participating in this activity. We have extra skates at 
the school so please contact your child’s teacher if you need to 
borrow a pair. A detailed note will be sent home. 
 
Mass @ Saint Mary’s School  
Our next mass with our school community will be held on 
Monday February 4 @ 9:50 a.m in our gymnasium. All are 
welcome to join us … we would love to have more parents, 
guardians and grandparents attend our school masses. 

Welcome to Mrs. Hill & Mrs. Mitchell 
2019 brings changes to our staff line-up.  With 
Mr. Foxcroft going on exchange to Australia, 
we welcome Mrs. Kathryn Hill in the 4/5 class.  
Also, with Mrs. Wilson’s retirement, we 
welcome Mrs. Lindsay Mitchell to our Saint 
Mary’s School community.  Saint Mary’s would 

like to thank Mrs. Nikolova for her all of her efforts this fall while 
she covered the JK – 8 non-classroom schedule. We wish both 
Mr. Foxcroft and Mrs. Nikolova all the best! 
 
Peanut Butter Alternatives 

Just a reminder that we do not allow products 
such as “Wow Butter”, “No Nuts” “Sun Butter”, 
and other soy or non-peanut based peanut 
butter substitutes.  While these products may 
be peanut free, it is difficult for us to determine 

if each sandwich is made with one of these products or if it is 
peanut butter – even if there is a sticker on the sandwich. 
While we recognize and appreciate the challenges that 
parents face putting together lunches that a child will eat, 
we are asking that you do not send sandwiches with these 
types of products. 
 
Pediculosis (Head Lice): 
Head lice can be a nuisance and are easily transmitted to others 
– especially in school where children are in close contact with 
each other.  Personal hygiene has nothing to do with an 
infestation and a child can be seemingly clear one day and have 
nits a couple of days later.  Regular checks are necessary to 
prevent the spread of lice.  To that end, please check your child 
at home on a regular basis and advise the school if your child 
has been treated for head lice. 
 
Dress for the Weather 
Saint Mary School staff are concerned that 
students in all grades are not dressing 
appropriately for the weather. In the winter, 
each student should have a winter jacket, 
warm hat or hood, snow pants, waterproof 
mittens, and waterproof boots. As the 
weather in general becomes more unpredictable, please ensure 
your child has an extra set of mittens and socks in their 
backpack – there is nothing worse than wet feet and cold hands 
on a winter day!  If you need assistance to attain these items, 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society is available to help by calling 
705-789-0008 
 

 
P.A. Day Reminder 
Please note that Friday February 1, 2019 is a scheduled P.A. 
Day for Saint Mary’s.  There are no scheduled classes that day. 
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From Our Trustee… 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as though you 
were working for the Lord and not for people. 

Colossians 3:23 
Welcome back!  I hope that all of you enjoyed a wonderful 
Christmas Break and are refreshed and ready for all the New 
Year has to offer. 
 
At the inaugural meeting of the Board of Trustees in December, 
we took the oath of office for the upcoming term.  There are 2 
new faces around the table, replacing trustees who did not seek 
re-election.  I was honoured to be acclaimed as Board Chair for 
the third year.   Janice Hutchison, who represents the most 
southern area of the board, will serve as Vice-Chair.  
 
We will welcome Student Trustee-Elect Isaac McClelland at the 
Board Meeting on January 16th.  He will join our current Student 
Trustee, St. Dominic student, Anna Szumska to represent the 
voice of the more than 21,000 students currently attending 
SMCDSB schools. 
 
If you attended the St. Dom’s Parent Information Night, you 
were “treated” to my big screen debut, where I shared my 
perspective on St Dom’s as both a trustee and a parent. The 
short version of the parent view is that my children thrived 
there; they formed lasting friendships and bonds with staff and 
students that have helped them to find success at university and 
in the careers they followed after post-secondary.  The amazing 
staff, small class sizes, leadership opportunities and Catholic 
curriculum helped them develop into caring adults.  If you 
missed the Information Night, please contact the school to 
arrange a tour, so you can see for yourself! 
 
Happy New Year and God Bless, 
Carol Corriveau-Truchon 
 
E-Newsletters and E-notices 
Subscribe to receive e-newsletters and  
e-notices! Simply visit our web page at 
http://smh.schools.smcdsb.on.ca 
 
 

Elementary Student School Climate Survey 
The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District 
School Board is comprised of faith-
centred Eucharistic people who strive to 
form communities of learning that are Christ-
centred, inclusive and reflective of a culture that 
respects and cherishes life for all. 

The Ontario Ministry of Education’s directive on Safe 
Schools and its Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy 
require that all schools across the province implement a 
School Climate Survey, every two years, for students in 
Grades 4-12, parents/guardians and staff. Beginning in 
January 2019, the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District 
School Board will be administering the School Climate 
Survey to students in Grades 4 to 8. All staff and 
parents/guardians will also have the opportunity to 
complete a climate survey later in the year.  

The School climate survey is anonymous, confidential and 
completely voluntary in nature. The survey contains 
general questions about student demographics (including 
grade, gender, first language, etc), safety and inclusion 
(belonging, feeling safe and included, etc.), school climate 
and tone (friendliness, inclusiveness, supportiveness, etc.), 
overall wellbeing (activities, screen time, engagement, 
positive relationships, overall health, etc) as well as 
opportunities to identify bullying concerns and/or pro-
active supports in bullying prevention. There is a question 
on the survey which refers to the prevalence and 
frequency of the varying forms that bullying/harassment 
might take, including physical, verbal, social and 
electronic. The data from this survey is used to help 
determine school needs and inform programs and services 
that support a positive school climate. 

The surveys may provide opportunities for conversation 
with your son(s)/daughter(s) regarding inclusivity and well 
being at school. Please contact the school if you have any 
additional questions.  

Dates to Remember… 
Jan 7  Welcome Back!  
Jan 10 Knights of Columbus Free Throw in afternoon 
Jan 13  Robotics Competition in Barrie @ St. Joan of Arc C.S.S. 
Jan 14    Payment  & Forms due for Gr 3 – 8 winter electives 
Jan 16 Rosary Team to Saint Mary’s 
Jan 18  Payment & Forms due for JK – Gr. 2 skating elective 
Jan 21  Hydro One Presentations for Gr. 5/6 – 8 classes 
Jan 22 Hydro One Presentations for Gr. 1 – 3/4 classes 
Jan 31    Winter Electives # 1 of 3 (*incl. weather date Feb 28) 
Feb. 1 P.A. Day (no classes for students) 
Feb. 4    Mass @ 9:50 in gymnasium (Rankin) 
Feb. 4    CSCC Meeting @ 6:30 pm in library


